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the Emperor of Russia of a gold cigarette-box set with diamqnds. 
His collection of medals and decorations numbers nearly thirty 
altogether. 

He married, on March 30, 1830, Richarda, daughter of the 
Rey. Richard Smith, of Edensor, county Derby. Lady Airy died 
on August 13, 1875, a few days after the celebration of the bi¬ 
centenary of the foundation of the Royal Observatory. There 
were nine children of the marriage. The first three, all born 
at Cambridge, died early; the others—three sons and three 
daughters—are all living. One daughter is the wife of Dr. 
Routh, of Cambridge; the other two are unmarried, and were 
the constant companions of their father in his old age, more 
especially after his retirement from the Royal Observatory. 
He resigned his appointment as Astronomer Royal on August 15, 
1881, in his eightieth year, and forthwith retired to the White 
House, on Croom’s Hill, just outside the wall surrounding 
Greenwich Park; and here for ten years he passed a tranquil 
existence, varied only by regular visits to his country house at 
Playford, which had been customary for many years. He had a 
great affection for the neighbourhood in which his early days 
were spent, and was in return regarded with great veneration 
by the country-side. Writing to a local paper after his death, the 
present head-master of the Colchester Grammar School laments 
that, owing to irregularity in keeping the school register, no 
record remains of Airy’s presence there; ct and the present school 
building and plant are long subsequent to his time, so that no 
‘ G. B. A.,’ carved in wood or brick, remains a silent witness to 
his early energy.” Just before his death his thoughts reverted 
constantly to these early days, and he would recall incidents, 
such as seeing Wellington’s country recruits coming to have 
their hair cut in Colchester Castle-yard, which remind us how 
nearly his life spanned the nineteenth century. At the age of 
ninety he was in perfect physical health, and not only welcomed 
a large party of friends at the White House, but publicly per¬ 
formed the ceremony of lighting with gas the parish clock of 
Greenwich for the first time. An accidental fall some months 
afterwards, in his house at Playford, prostrated him for some time. 
He returned to Greenwich; but there internal complications deve¬ 
loped which necessitated a serious surgical operation, and though 
for a time he appeared to rally, his strength gradually ebbed 
away, and he died on Saturday afternoon, January 2, 1892. He 
was buried in the churchyard at Playford on Thursday, January 7, 
with his wife and close to his three children. 

H. H. T. 

Joseph Beck was born at Stamford Hill in June 1829. He 
finished his school training at York, and on leaving there he 
was apprenticed to the well-known optical firm of Troughton and 
Simms. At the conclusion of his apprenticeship he became a 
partner in the firm of Smith and Beck, opticians, which 

T 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at East Tennessee State University on May 26, 2015 




18 92MNRAS..52..229. 


230 Report of the Council to the lii. 4, 

subsequently became known as tbat of R. and J. Beck, of 
Holloway and Cornhill. 

After bis marriage, in 1856, be lived in Stoke Newington, in 
wbicb district be resided till bis death, and always took an 
active interest in local affairs. He was one of the livery of the 
Goldsmiths’ Company, and in 1873 was elected Common 
Councillor for the Ward of Cornhill. He also filled many 
other important offices connected with the Corporation, and was 
universally respected, not only as a zealous public servant, but 
as a man of high character and honesty of purpose. 

As one of the leading opticians in the City he was thoroughly 
acquainted with the scientific aspects of his business, in which 
he was actively engaged during most of his life. He died 
of pneumonia after a few days’ illness on April 18, 1891. 

Mr. Beck was a Fellow of the Royal Microscopical Society, 
and was elected a Fellow of this Society on February 8, 1861. 

Henry Lord Boulton was born December 31, 1829. A 
considerable portion of his life was spent in South America, 
and for the last twenty years he held the delicate and responsible 
position of English Consul-General at Venezuela. He was also 
chief partner in the Venezuelan banking house of H. L. Boulton 
& Co., of Caracas, who collect and remit to London the 
monthly instalments for the service of the Venezuelan debt. 
His death removes a valuable consular officer, whose prestige 
in Venezuela and knowledge of the country marked him out as 
specially competent to assist in the settlement of the boundary 
dispute between that country and Great Britain. Mr. Boulton 
died November 26, 1891. He was elected a Fellow of this 
Society January n, 1889. 

Franz Friedrich Ernst Brunnow was born in Berlin on 
November i8 t 1821, being the son of Johann Briinnow, a Privy 
Councillor of State. He attended the Friedrich-Wilhelm 
Gymnasium from 1829 to 1839, when he entered the Berlin 
University, attending the lectures of Dirksen, Lejeune-Dirichlet, 
Ohm, and Steiner in Mathematics, Encke in Astronomy, and 
Dove in Physics. In 1843 he received the degree of Ph.D., his 
doctorial thesis being entitled “ I)e Attractione Moleculari.” 
Under the direction of Encke, Briinnow took a zealous part in 
the astronomical work of the Berlin Observatory, of which 
his numerous papers in the Astron. Nachrichten give evidence. 
He thus became, early in life, one of the band of earnest 
astronomers that Encke had gathered round himself at Berlin, 
including such well-known names as those of Galle, Bremiker, 
and D’Arrest. It is stated of Briinnow that he was present in 
the Berlin Observatory when Neptune was first recognised as a 
planet, and that one of the first notifications of its discovery that 
reached England was from him. 

In the spring of 1847 he removed to Bilk, near Diisseldorf, 
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